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Levi Hofer - Alberta

Happy birds, happy manager at the New York Colony

by Yvonne Dick | Jul 2013

New York Hutterite Colony member Levi Hofer has more than
s just the 120 residents on the farm to think about during daily
life — he is also a dad to a large flock of prime egg-laying
chickens. At the moment, his main focus is on the new
pullet barn. As the egg manager, Hofer is responsible for the
well-being and husbandry of all 8,000 egg-laying birds —
including their entertainment!

“Enriched cages hawve scratch pads where the birds can have i
some fun playing and scratching. It gives the birds more to MOST POPULAR'S'FOHIES
do during the day than just stand in the house and look out.

If the bird is happy, so is the manager!” Hofer says. Rotate clubrgge 'ﬁ“a“t varieties

(Ienergylrotat&- root-resistant-varieties)
The new pullet barn, built to house up to 12,000 birds, will be Read more (/energy/rotate-clubroot-resistant-varieties) |
completed this fall. The cages in the new barn will allow the 130 views
Viega foam insulation, installed inside and between the birds to nest, perch at night to sleep and live in more natural Manage st (/field-
o o e will help regulate temperature. Photo g rroundings. Viega foam insulation, in the form of crops/manig ay-2014)
et e building's aird " ot polystyrene grid fj\stemng (insulation valy? R;St) inside tand Read more ( _before-
etween the building’s girders, will mean a cooler barn in summer and a warmer, more consistent temperature ;
nextal apd %Q}%rg 9 P may-2014) [ 110 views (http://cornerstone.
rail% 3D0% 226prodid?%3D363) Water AdSPRRIGN M fagdRBNEUAT Gilaliey-ZONCId=
The barn is being built from the ground up, as the existing barn was somewhere around 30 years old. Although Initiative (WAMQI) to Issue Funding
seniceable, the cages were deteriorating, and Hofer wanted to experiment to develop the optimal housing and (lenvironment/w ater-adaptation-management-
laying conditions for the birds. In fact, he went all the way to California to see how farmers there had their bamns and-quality-initiative-w am gi-to-issue-funding)
set up. Read more (/environment/water-adaptation-
management-and-quality-initiative-wamgi-to-issue-
California doesn'’t have the winter heating expense of Alberta, but their barns still need to keep heat out in the funding) | 85 views

summer. The main thing Hofer took back to New York Colony was a tiered catwalk system for walking around
the barn — a feature the new barn will have that will also be the first tiered catwalk barn in Canada. For summer
heating issues, LEDs will replace incandescent lights, due to the fact that LED lights do not throw off large
amounts of heat when turned on. This will save in energy consumption and cost, which translates into more
money for winter heating ideas.

Insect update and forecast 2014
(lenergylinsect-update-and-forecast-2014) Read
more (/energy/insect-update-and-forecast-2014) | 80
views

NB apple farmers worried about snow's impact

“Our old barn had a range of lux — it could be five to 10 lux, and in between lights it might be as low as two lux (Iproduction/nb-apple-farmers-worried-about-
sometimes. | did a trial of one year for the LED lighting. | found that it relaxes the birds, keeps them calmer and snows-impact) Read more (/production/nb-apple-
it is definitely more energy efficient,” says Hofer. farmers-worried-about-snowsimpact) | 60 views

Another way the barn will be energy efficient is in the heating system itself. The new barn will have two-stage

heating: The first stage will heat to 240 F with overhead water pipes, while the other will be in-floor heating at 210
F. The systems will cycle back and forth so that when one stage of heating is at its maximum temperature, it
will cool down while the other kicks in.

Managing the birds’ weight, health, light, heat and growth during the first 19 weeks is critical, says Hofer. If not Tn LEARN MuRE ABUUT

off to a good start before week 20, adult birds in the laying barn will have a lot of trouble adjusting and be less
likely to lay eggs on a consistent basis. Consistency, while good for hens, is not always the best when it comes OUR NEXT GENERATION ECO 2 ENRICHED

to barn management — sometimes, new concepts are just what a farmer needs. AND COMBI LAYER ALTERNATIVE
HOUSING SYSTEMS
FROM FARMER AUTOMATIC

“As a director on the egg board, I'm involved with the new changes that we see in our industry. It’s not just about
the egg anymore or the farm; it’s more about the hen and the environment — the energy efficiency of producing
the egg and the health of the bird,” says Hofer. “It's not about me, it’s about the bird and the flock. Finding what
the flock needs, making the flock and the bird more comfortable.”

)fqrmer
automuhc

CLARK
LT AG SYSTEMS
But comfortable farming conditions can sometimes require a little help, says Hofer. ‘I feel very thankful that we = =
have a supply management system on eggs that gives farmers the opportunity to restructure a facility to meet sales@clarkagsysiems.com * 1'809'293'5410
the new environment of the near future. Also, I'm thankful of the government’s support with the Growing Forward
2 program — for the help with funding of the bulbs and the floor heating and insulation on the outside. We hawve a

great country and we should be thankful of what we have.”

Tweets from AgAnnex i
Tweets from a list by AgAnnex
He credits the colony’s residents for their support and forward thinking.
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Cal Dirks - Manitoba

(/energy/cal-dirks-manitoba)
Cal Dirks and his fellow pullet
farmers are in the process of

Luc et Frangois
Turcotte - Québec

(/energy/luc-et-francois-
turcotte-quebec)

applying for Part Il Agency
status that would include
them in Canada’s supply
management system.

C’est I'endroit révé pour vivre
d’agriculture : le fleuve en
contrebas, les montagnes de
Charlewix au loin, une route
bordée de maisons
ancestrales et de pommiers.
MORE (/energy/luc-et-
francois-turcotte-quebec)

MORE (/energy/cal-dirks-
manitoba)
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“Nowadays on the farm you can’t have short-term thinking, you have to go with long-term thinking — up to the
next 30 years. We're meeting the standards of the new generation and technology for the future of egg farming,”
he says.

Luc and Frangois
Turcotte - Quebec

(/energy/luc-and-francois-
turcotte-quebec)

It's a dream setting for
farming, with the St-Lawrence
river down below, Mount Ste-
Anne in the backdrop and a
narrow country road.

MORE (/energy/luc-and-
francois-turcotte-quebec)
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Craig Steven 1h
@craigasteven
The broiler chicken is a beautiful piece of
modern technology. #ffc14
13 Retweeted by Canadian Poultry Mag

Expand

"1 Sara Avoledo 1h
"M @SaraAwoledo

#Scientists will change their minds to conform
to the evidence. An #activist will not change
their mind regardless of the science. #FFC14

13 Retweeted by Canadian Poultry Mag
Expand

~ Egg Farmers 1h
@eggsoeufs
Egg farmer Kurt Siemens & daughter Madisson
stopped by @BTWinnipeg today to talk fresh,
local eggs: btwinnipeg.ca/videos/3470524...
#EggsAtEaster

13 Retweeted by Canadian Poultry Mag
Expand

Chicken Squad 4h
@BCChickenSquad

Meet some of BC's chicken farmers!
#chickensquad jell.lyvMMHxn

13 Retweeted by Canadian Poultry Mag
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